Editorial: The ACRTE Stands with CHEST and Lancet

The American College of Respiratory Therapy Education’s (ACRTE) mission and values are clearly stated. The
mission is to advance respiratory care education. Its values include excellence, integrity, leadership, advocacy,
inclusion, innovation, collaboration, diversity, and dedication to the profession. (acrte.org)

To be consistent with these statements, the ACRTE Editorial Board has agreed to voice its concern for letters
recently addressed to several US medical journals by the Interim US Attorney General for the District of Columbia,
Edward R. Martin Jr. The letter accuses these venerable journals of taking partisan positions in various scientific
debates and the journals advocate for advertisers or sponsors (related to potential fraud). Martin then asked questions
on how the journal managed opposing viewpoints, misinformation, interaction with the National Institute of Health
(NIH). The letter further alleged that published articles had misled readers. The letter concluded by asking how the
journal and its related organizations were making adjustments to deal with competing viewpoints. We believe the
foregoing implies changing values to allow publication of unfounded conclusions or deliberate medical
misinformation. The letter was postmarked April 14"; a response was requested by May 2™,

(Link to Edward R. Martin Jr. letter)
https://x.com/_Eric_Reinhart/status/1912958244768690407

One of these letters was sent to the editor of CHEST, journal of the American College of Chest Physicians
(ACCP), a long-term sponsor of the American Association for Respiratory Care. CHEST adheres to the International
Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICJME), peer review standards and the ethical guidelines for scholarly
publishing. The ACRTE Editorial Board sees these letters as a maneuver by the current US executive administration
to intimidate editors and encroach on medical journals’ missions. We believe this is an attack on both science and
freedom to publish the truth. The ACRTE Chronicle Editorial Board supports editorial independence. For that
reason, we are also including a link to a recent editorial by the internationally renowned journal Lancet in the May
issue of The ACRTE Chronicle. The editorial elaborates on the transgressions beyond Martin’s letter by the current
executive administration. These transgressions include actions underway to degrade medical research, medical
delivery, support infrastructure and the dissemination of evidence-based information. The Lancet’s values also
include strong comments on the importance of diversity and inclusion as part of medicine and educational
infrastructure in the United States and internationally. We support resistance to any actions that interfere with these
values.

(Link to Lancet editorial)
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P11S0140-6736(25)00814-1/fulltext
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